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Inventive step (IS) Claims 

Claims 

Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 
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2. Citations and explanations 
Claims 1-4 

Documents 1-4 cited in the international search 
report (Shokuhin Kenkyu Seika Joho, National Food Research 
Institute, "Chaba-chuu ' epigallocatechin-3-O- (3-O-methyl) - 
gallate' ganryou no hendou youin", 28 June 2002, Vol. 14, 
No 40-41; Mitsuaki Sano et al., "Novel antiallergic 
catechin derivatives isolated from oolong tea", J. Agric. 
Food Chem., 1999, Vol. 47, No. 5, pp. 1906-1910; Mari 
Yamamoto et al., "Chaba kara aratani miidashita ko- 
1 allergy 1 busshitsu", Bioscience and Industry, 1999, Vol. 
57, No. 10, pp. 691-692; and Mari Yamamoto et al . , "The 
change in epigallocatechin-3-O- (3-O-methyl) gallate content 
in tea of different varieties, tea seasons of crop and 
processing method", Nippon Shokuhin Kagaku Kogaku Kaishi, 
2001, Vol. 48, No. 1, pp. 48-64) disclose the fact that 
epigallocatechin-3-O- (3-O-methyl) gallate (EGCG3"Me) is an 
antiallergic substance, that there are particularly high 
^-r^ents in tea cultivars such as Benihomare, Benifuuki 
and Chin-Shin-Da-Pan, and that it is efficacious as a 
functional material. Therefore, the inventions set forth 
in claims 1-4 are not novel, because they are disclosed in 
document 1 above. 
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Claims 5-10 

Optimization of the quantity added when adding the 
aforementioned antiallergic substance EGCG3"Me to 
functional drinks, and addition of additives such as 
masking agent in order to make the drink easier to drink, 
are design measures conventional applied in the art. 

Therefore, the inventions set forth in claims 5-10 
do not involve an inventive step. 
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